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secret of it The clamours of a party against any peace
without Spain, and railing at the Ministry as if they de-
signed to rain us, occasioned that production, out of in-
dignity and contempt, by way of furnishing fools with
something to talk of; and it has had a very great effect1
Meantime, your Grace may count that a peace is going
forward very fast Mr. Prior was actually In France; and
there are now two Ministers from that Court in London,
which you may be pretty sure of, If you believe what I tell
you, that I supped with them myself in the house where I
am now writing, Saturday last;2 neither do I find It to be
a very great secret; for there were two gentlemen more
with us beside the inviter. However, I desire your Grace
to say nothing of it, because It may look lightness in me to
tell It: Mr. Prior was with us too, but what their names
are I cannot tell; for I believe those they passed by when
I was there are not their real ones. All matters are agreed
between France and us, and very much to the advantage
and honour of England; but I believe no farther steps will
be taken without giving notice to the allies. I do not tell
your Grace one syllable, as coming from any great Minister;
and therefore I do not betray them. But, there are other
ways of picking out things In a Court; however, I must
desire you will not discover any of these little particulars,
nor cite me upon any account at all; for, great men may

to know more than the public, and to my mind the words in the con-
cluding reference, " it is now known that Mr. Prior has been lately in
France,17 clearly signify that the public now knew what had been for
some time within Swift's knowledge. As set forth in the Journal
to Stella, the history of the " New Journey to Paris," to which Swift
here alludes, was that on 31 August "a project to bite the town"
was conceived by Swift; on 3 and 4 September the text was dictated
to the printer, and on the nth of that month the pamphlet was pub-
lished, and one thousand copies sold before night (" Prose Works,"
11,234,236^241; v, 187).

1 Sir Leslie Stephen found (" Swift," p. 96} it difficult to believe
that the pamphlet could have been expected to draw " a false scent
across the trail of the angry and suspicious Whigs/7 much less that it
could have actually done so,

a On Thursday 27 September, preliminary articles of peace with
England had been signed on behalf of France by Mesnager, a skilful
negotiator who had been sent back with Prior, and on Saturday the
Mesnager, together with the Abbe' Gaultier, who had long been
eHgagwi in ferthering the negotiations (" Prose Works," x, 53), was
grantee! a secret audience by the Queen at Windsor.           of a
